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John Ciardi : A Browser's Dictionary  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised A Browser's Dictionary: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Glad to have found itBy The Sometimes Savvy ConsumerI have 
appreciated John Ciardi since I first him on NPR years ago. We do so many horrible things to language these days, 
from "play on words" advertisements like "Mens Wearhouse" to those awful abbreviations used in social media and 
texting. How luxurious it is to actually have a book that connects us back to the English language through the 
discovery of the derivation of words and commonly used sayings. This is a great book for sitting down and reading 
aloud to teens and others who use words like "cobweb" or "chortle" without thinking about their original meaning.0 of 
0 people found the following review helpful. Too narrow in scopeBy Dr R P IExtremely limited in scope. I have what 
I was looking for roughly 33-40% of the time. I'm not sure why this book was written. It may be valuable to someone 
who enjoys reading abut the background of some words or phrases, but for my purposes it was not worth the 
purchase.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very usefulBy Shrinkwrap says,Ciardi hits it out of the 
park with this book.

Delightful explorations of the roots (and branches) of words and phrases.

From the PublisherEsteemed poet, translator, critic, and author of children's books, John Ciardi devoted a good part of 
his later literary career to the "word rambles" that, collected in his Browser's Dictionaries, take us on a wonderfully 
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winding path through the landscape of language. His three compendiums of curious expressions and intriguing facts 
are enlivened by a reader's inquisitiveness and a writer's ingenuity. In these pages you'll discover the bitter herb at the 
root of sardonic, the Biblical fly in the ointment, what provides the pleasure in happy as a clam, and hundreds of other 
insights into our linguistic heritage. Also available in Common Reader Editions: A Second Browser's Dictionary and 
A Third Browser's Dictionary. 


