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Jerry Norman : A Comprehensive Manchu-English Dictionary (Harvard-Yenching Institute Monograph 
Series)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A 
Comprehensive Manchu-English Dictionary (Harvard-Yenching Institute Monograph Series): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Perhaps the only Manchu-English dictionary available. What you 
waiting for?By AlexLiuHow could you learn a language without a dictionary? For any English-speaking Manchu 
learner, this would probably be the only choice. So it was really good to know that this version was in great quality. 
Unless you can speak Chinese or Japanese, don't hesitate, just grab it and go.1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. Much appreciated update to a rare workBy AZQThe work is a thoroughly revised and expanded version of 
Norman's rare Concise Manchu-English Lexicon University of Washington Press 1978.The entire text has been re-
typeset, with many of the articles reworked, and many new terms added. The fact that the text is not biscript is well 
understandable given the difficulties of handling the Mongolian/Manchu Unicode encoding, and typesetting mixed 
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vertical and horizontal text. Doubtless the number of misprints has been kept to a minimum for doing so. I find the 
definitions reliable and clear. The occasion Chinese glosses are also welcome.0 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. grateful, but frustratedBy Matthew D. AbbottWhile containing an extensive and impressive word list, 
this book is difficult for a non-Manchu speaker to use because it doesn't have an English to Manchu section, only a 
Manchu to English one. Furthermore, there isn't a table of symbols for the Manchu phonetic alphabet.

Jerry Normans Comprehensive Manchu-English Dictionary, a substantial revision and enlargement of his Concise 
Manchu-English Lexicon of 1978, now long out of print, is poised to become the standard English-language resource 
on the Manchu language. As the dynastic language of the Qing dynasty (16441911), Manchu was used in official 
documents and was also the vehicle for an enormous translation literature, mostly from the Chinese. The new 
Dictionary, based exclusively on Qing sources, retains all of the information from the earlier Lexicon, but also 
includes hundreds of additional entries cited from original Manchu texts, enhanced cross-references, and an entirely 
new introduction on Manchu pronunciation and script. All content from the earlier publication has also been verified. 
This final book from the preeminent Manchu linguist in the English-speaking world is a reference work that not only 
updates Normans earlier scholarship but also summarizes his decades of study of the Manchu language. The 
Dictionary, which represents a significant scholarly contribution to the field of Inner Asian studies and to all students 
and scholars of Manchu and other Tungusic and related languages around the world, will become a major tool for 
archival research on Chinese late imperial period history and government.
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