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John Powers: A Concise Encyclopedia of Buddhism (Concise Encyclopedia of World Faiths) before purchasing

it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Concise Encyclopedia of Buddhism
(Concise Encyclopedia of World Faiths):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent Tutor, Guide and Quick Reference! By Michael-AWThe,


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1851682333

A Concise Encyclopedia of X, books on religion | find them all very helpful and filled with much information. Enough
to give you a primer and a good over view of whatever faith they are discussing.13 of 13 people found the following
review helpful. short but thoroughBy TheophanuThisis an impressive pocket resource for Buddhism. Unlike some
earlier reviewers, | did read it from cover to cover, and am very impressed. Powers' explanations of basic Buddhist
conceptsisvery clear and straightforward. Of course in awork like this he had to be selective, but the range of entries
is staggering, with good choices of what to include as most representative/interesting. He covers all the main Buddhist
traditions, including modern western Buddhist movements. My only complaints are that he puts disproportionate stress
on the twentieth century and on Tibetan Buddhism. His coverage of southeast Asiaand Sri Lankaisvery light. But it's
definitely aVERY good reference work for anyone interested in Buddhism.11 of 21 people found the following
review helpful. A Little Research Would Go A Long WayByYy Michael J. Mccormickl picked this book up in the
bookstore and read the selections dealing with Nichiren Buddhism. They focus entirely on Soka Gakka and the
Nichiren Shoshu asif they were the only two schools of Nichiren Buddhism. The book does not even mention the
mainstream school of Nichiren Buddhism in Japan, the Nichiren Shu, or the other legitimate Nichiren Buddhist sects
like the Kempon Hokke Shu, the Honmon Butsuryu Shu or others. It does not mention that in Japan the Soka Gakkai
isregarded as a cult, and the Nichiren Shoshu is avery tiny fringe sect that is not really regarded as Buddhist even by
the mainstream Nichiren groups. The discussions of the Gohonzon and Odaimoku are likewise very shallow and do
not hint at the deep spirituality of Nichiren Buddhism. As one of the first ministers-in-training with the Nichiren Shu, |
was very disappointed to see this. John Powers needs to talk to Professor Jacqueline Stone of Princeton U. before he
writes another word about Nichiren Buddhism. If the other entries of this volume show the same lack of research and
care then this book deserves negative stars. | will leave that for members of other schools of Buddhism to decide.

From the teachings of the early masters to the growth of the tradition in the West, this authoritative new reference tool
contains over 900 entries supplying information on all the key doctrines, practices, and figures central to Buddhism.

"extremely useful resource for the study of Buddhism™ Living Traditions "well presented, easy to use and
authoritative." Living Traditions "is very useful for pinpointing specific kinds of information" H-NetAbout the
AuthorJohn Powersiis professor of Asian Studies at Australian National University. Heis the author of 16 books and
more than 50 academic articles.



