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James R. Burke, Barry Gilmore : Academic Moves for College and Career Readiness, Grades 6-12: 15 Must-
Have Skills Every Student Needs to Achieve (Corwin Literacy)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Academic Moves for College and Career Readiness, Grades 6-12: 15 
Must-Have Skills Every Student Needs to Achieve (Corwin Literacy): 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Perfect For Any ClassroomBy Stacey C. BurgessI was recently 
posted to 8th grade, from teaching 11th, and I have spent the first two weeks of my summer break reading this book, 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1483379809


and it has given me so many ideas, not only for my class (ELA), but also ideas I wish to share with my team. It is a 
wonderful book, with ideas that are practical, make sense, can be differentiated based on grade level and difficulty 
level, and it also provides wonderful ideas for how to use youtube in the classroom. Finally, the best part is that it lists 
the common core standards (for all core classes) that match up with the information provided in the chapter. 
Wonderful wonderful read.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Mike WyattI was very 
pleased with this book---more importantly, I'm certain it will benefit my students.0 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. A Book I Will Use ForeverBy Lex IconLet me say up front that I'm a big Jim Burke fan. I've followed 
his work for more than a decade and had the distinct pleasure of getting to know him personally in the last few years. 
That being said, this may be his best book ever. Not that his others weren't great. But they were great in a different 
way.This book CRUSHES the most important challenges teachers and kids have these days with critical thinking and 
evidence-based reading. Even if just one of the 15 concepts covered here was useful to a teacher, this would still be an 
incredibly valuable book. The fact that they all are makes me feel like I just got the deal of the century.The key for me 
here were the student samples. Showing the work of real kids doing real work, and also uncovering how they were 
taught to do it, completes the picture so many of us need but so rarely receive.Over the last 20 years, I've acquired 
several thousand books about teaching and learning. I've even written a few things myself. But I don't think I've ever 
run across something this useful, this accessible, and this thorough that tackles such challenging topics.The issues real 
teachers in real classrooms have to deal with are dealt with thoughtfully and with care by Mr. Burke and his co-author. 
These two very talented practitioners explain things in such lucid detail that I feel like I would walk into a classroom 
tomorrow, having just read most of the book tonight, and do pretty well.The other thing I like about this book is that it 
treats enduring topics. The ability to analyze a text and write an analysis of it is never going to be out of style no 
matter which way the pendulum of pedagogy swings. This is a book I will keep and use for years. That's a rare thing in 
the world of teaching texts.I know of few people who have given more to education than Jim Burke. He has my 
professional admiration and respect but also something more: he has my trust. I know that what he tells me to do is 
what I need to do to help kids do what they need to doand not some faddish load of bull. Jim takes his work seriously 
and himself a little less so. He's always welcoming, never condescending. And he may just have the sharpest mind in 
high school English that I have ever had the pleasure of getting to know.

Depth matters! Can a mere fifteen words turn todays youth into the innovative, ambitious thinkers we need? Yes, 
contend Jim Burke and Barry Gilmore, because these are the moves that make the mind work and students must learn 
if theyre to achieve academically. With Academic Moves, Jim and Barry distill each of these 15 powerhouse processes 
into a potent concision that nevertheless spans core subject areas: Before, during, and after sections offer essential 
questions, lesson ideas, and activities. Student samples illustrate what to look for and the process for getting there. 
Culminating tasks include producing an analytic essay, argument, and more. Reproducible rubrics assist with 
assessment. 

"Academic Moves for College and Career Readiness provides clarity and structure for teachers who seek to help their 
students become more competent and confident thinkers, and does so without compromising the critical role of a 
teacher's content knowledge and creativity in a dynamic classroom. Its economy of expression makes complex ideas 
accessible, while annotated student work provides a window into learner application. Most significantly, the book is 
written in the voice of teachers, who live what they recommend."--CAROL ANN TOMLINSON, Jr. Professor and 
Author of The Differentiated Classroom, Second Edition (01/02/2015)"What sets Academic Moves for College and 
Career Readiness apart are its emphasis on student practice and practical application of exemplary instruction. This 
book speaks to teachers in their language across curriculum areas. Burke and Gilmore have hit the mark on what our 
students need for college and career readiness."--JAYNE ELLSPERMANN, National Principal of the Year 
(2014)"Academic Moves for College and Career Readiness provides clarity and structure for teachers who seek to help 
their students become more competent and confident thinkers, and does so without compromising the critical role of a 
teacher's content knowledge and creativity in a dynamic classroom. Its economy of expression makes complex ideas 
accessible, while annotated student work provides a window into learner application. Most significantly, the book is 
written in the voice of teachers, who live what they recommend."--CAROL ANN TOMLINSON, Jr. Professor and 
Author of The Differentiated Classroom, Second Edition (01/02/2015)"Burke and Gilmore present a powerful and 
practical synthesis of the highest-leverage thinking moves that students--especially linguistically diverse students--
need to develop for school, work, and life. They provide what teachers want: clear and concise descriptions of each 
thinking move, analyses of student work samples, and innovative classroom practices and scaffolds that can be used to 
develop the moves in a variety of contexts. Fifteen stars!"--JEFF ZWIERS, Senior Researcher at Stanford University 
(01/02/2015)"Jim Burke's books need to be on the 'must-read' list of--at the very least--all English teachers! Academic 
Moves for College and Career Readiness is a worthy addition to that list with the 'academic and thinking' moves he 
and his coauthor, Barry Gilmore, describe critical for any of us who want to 'up our game' in the classroom."--LARRY 
FERLAZZO, Teacher, Education Week advice columnist, and author of Helping Students Motivate Themselves"What 



sets Academic Moves for College and Career Readiness apart are its emphasis on student practice and practical 
application of exemplary instruction. This book speaks to teachers in their language across curriculum areas. Burke 
and Gilmore have hit the mark on what our students need for college and career readiness."--JAYNE 
ELLSPERMANN, National Principal of the Year (2014)-Academic Moves for College and Career Readiness provides 
clarity and structure for teachers who seek to help their students become more competent and confident thinkers, and 
does so without compromising the critical role of a teacher's content knowledge and creativity in a dynamic classroom. 
Its economy of expression makes complex ideas accessible, while annotated student work provides a window into 
learner application. Most significantly, the book is written in the voice of teachers, who live what they recommend.---
CAROL ANN TOMLINSON, Jr. Professor and Author of The Differentiated Classroom, Second Edition 
(01/02/2015)-Burke and Gilmore present a powerful and practical synthesis of the highest-leverage thinking moves 
that students--especially linguistically diverse students--need to develop for school, work, and life. They provide what 
teachers want: clear and concise descriptions of each thinking move, analyses of student work samples, and innovative 
classroom practices and scaffolds that can be used to develop the moves in a variety of contexts. Fifteen stars!---JEFF 
ZWIERS, Senior Researcher at Stanford University (01/02/2015)-Jim Burke's books need to be on the 'must-read' list 
of--at the very least--all English teachers! Academic Moves for College and Career Readiness is a worthy addition to 
that list with the 'academic and thinking' moves he and his coauthor, Barry Gilmore, describe critical for any of us who 
want to 'up our game' in the classroom.---LARRY FERLAZZO, Teacher, Education Week advice columnist, and 
author of Helping Students Motivate Themselves-What sets Academic Moves for College and Career Readiness apart 
are its emphasis on student practice and practical application of exemplary instruction. This book speaks to teachers in 
their language across curriculum areas. Burke and Gilmore have hit the mark on what our students need for college 
and career readiness.---JAYNE ELLSPERMANN, National Principal of the Year (2014) "Academic Moves for 
College and Career Readiness provides clarity and structure for teachers who seek to help their students become more 
competent and confident thinkers, and does so without compromising the critical role of a teachers content knowledge 
and creativity in a dynamic classroom. Its economy of expression makes complex ideas accessible, while annotated 
student work provides a window into learner application. Most significantly, the book is written in the voice of 
teachers, who live what they recommend." (CAROL ANN TOMLINSON, Jr. Professor and Author of The 
Differentiated Classroom, Second Edition 2015-01-02)"Burke and Gilmore present a powerful and practical synthesis 
of the highest-leverage thinking moves that studentsespecially linguistically diverse studentsneed to develop for 
school, work, and life. They provide what teachers want: clear and concise descriptions of each thinking move, 
analyses of student work samples, and innovative classroom practices and scaffolds that can be used to develop the 
moves in a variety of contexts. Fifteen stars!" (JEFF ZWIERS, Senior Researcher at Stanford University 2015-01-
02)"Jim Burkes books need to be on the must-read list ofat the very leastall English teachers! Academic Moves for 
College and Career Readiness is a worthy addition to that list with the academic and thinking moves he and his 
coauthor, Barry Gilmore, describe critical for any of us who want to up our game in the classroom." (LARRY 
FERLAZZO, Teacher, Education Week advice columnist, and author of Helping Students Motivate 
Themselves)"What sets Academic Moves for College and Career Readiness apart are its emphasis on student practice 
and practical application of exemplary instruction. This book speaks to teachers in their language across curriculum 
areas. Burke and Gilmore have hit the mark on what our students need for college and career readiness." (JAYNE 
ELLSPERMANN, National Principal of the Year (2014))About the AuthorA longtime English teacher, Jim Burke is 
the author of more than 20 books and senior consultant for the Holt McDougal Literature program. Jim has received 
several awards, including the 2000 NCTE Exemplary English Leadership Award. In 2009, he created the English 
Companion Ningthe largest online community of English teachers in the world. More recently, Jim has served on the 
AP English Course and Exam Commission and the PARCC Consortium. Learn more about Barry Gilmores PD 
offeringsBarry Gilmore is the Middle School Head at Hutchison School in Memphis, Tennessee. A National Board 
Certified Teacher, he taught English and social studies for nearly twenty years. Barry is the author of six literacy 
books and former president of the Tennessee Council of Teachers of English. Awards for his teaching have come from 
NCTE, TCTE, the U.S. Department of Education, and the Tennessee Holocaust Commission. 


